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National studies consistently rank 
power lineworker positions 
among the most dangerous jobs  

in the country … and for good reason. 
Laboring high in the air wearing heavy 
climbing apparatus and tools and personal 
protection equipment while working 
directly with high voltage creates the 
perfect storm for a hazardous and 
unforgiving profession. But your electric 
lineworkers are up to the task and are 
committed to both safety, as well as the 
formidable challenges of the job. 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s 
(MEC) lineworkers … your lineworkers 
… are responsible for keeping the power 
flowing day and night, without condition 
and regardless of national holidays, 
vacations, birthdays, weddings or other 
important family milestones. Beyond the 

years of specialized training and 
comprehensive apprenticeships,  
it takes internal fortitude and a 
mission-oriented determination to 
be a great lineworker. In fact, that 
service-oriented mentality is a 
hallmark characteristic of competent 
lineworkers. Their job absolutely 
requires them to set aside all their 
personal and family priorities to 
better serve their communities and 
MEC’s membership.  

FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 

To perform their jobs successfully, 
lineworkers depend on their years  
of training, experience, communication 
skills, and highly detailed and coordinated 
teamwork (which includes complete 
confidence and faith in each other) to  

get the job done safely and effectively. 
Equally important, however, is their 
reliance on a strong support system at 
home. A lineworker’s family understands 
and supports their loved one’s 
commitment to the greater community 
during severe storms and power outages. 
In times of prolonged outages, a family 
may have minimal communication with 
their lineworker and not see each other  
for several days. Without strong family 
support, this challenging job would be  
all the more difficult; and if a lineworker  
is worried about something at home … 
his or her mind may stray from the job  
at hand and create an unsafe situation.  
A clean and content mind while on the  

job is as valuable for a lineworker,  
from a safety perspective, as are a pair  
of protective sleeves, steel-toed boots  
or a hardhat.  

The great families of those who serve 
you know that and work very hard to  
send your lineworkers to the job without 
conflict or drama … and they take care of 
business at home while their loved ones 
are away taking care of you. A special 
thanks to the spouses and significant 
others of those who work at MEC; we 
appreciate your patience, your support  
and your commitment to our mission  
of keeping the lights on. We never forget 
that during these outage events, yours is 
not an easy task either. Lastly, thank you 
for all that you do at home to support 
safety and help me send our employees 
back home to you safely, and without 
injury, every day and night.  

The job requires lineworkers to set aside 
personal and family priorities to better  

serve their local community.

18 | Cooperative Living | March-April 2020 Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative

Recognizing Those Who Keep the Power Flowing
Monday, April 13, is National Lineman Appreciation  
Day, and it is set aside to recognize workers who keep  
the electrons flowing to your homes and businesses! 

DRIVEN BY  
RESPONSIBILITY

John C. Lee, Jr. 
President & CEO
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COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 

Throughout our service territory in  
nine Virginia counties and five in North 
Carolina, as well as all across our great 
nation, electric cooperative lineworkers’ 
mission-focused dedication to helping 
others often extends beyond their 
commitment to their on-the-job 
responsibilities to you and their 
cooperative. Lineworkers are very often 
leaders in the community, men and  
women who roll up their sleeves and work 
diligently to make their communities 
better places to live and raise their families. 
They can be found coaching youth sports 
teams, volunteering for local charities, as 
deacons at church, serving as volunteer 
firemen and rescue squad members, and 
serving on a wide variety of local advisory 
boards.  

Accordingly, you may notice on  
page 21 of this publication, we have 
included a new feature titled, “MEC 
Employees Supporting the Community.” 
In this month’s edition, we recognize  
Evan Stembridge for his previous years  
of service with Bacon District Volunteer 
Fire Department as well as his current 
position with the Chase City Volunteer 
Fire Department. Each month we will 
feature one of your MEC employees  

who volunteers and “gives back” in some 
way to the community. 

APPRECIATION 

I’d also like to thank all of you for your 
incredible support of our lineworkers.  
The letters, notes, Facebook posts, website 
comments, and calls supporting their  
work and sending safety well-wishes are 
appreciated more than you know. And 
while we are blessed in that our members 
express their appreciation to our line- 
workers generously, and often, Monday, 
April 13, is set aside as Lineworker 
Appreciation Day and designated as an 
opportunity to say thank you to the men 
and women who keep the lights on. 
Accordingly, we’d like to join the rest of the 
nation in recognizing the dedication  
of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s  
lineworkers, and we encourage you  
to take just a moment and join us in 
acknowledging the many contributions 
they make to our local community and  
to your quality of life on this, their  
special day.  

As I have stated many, many times, MEC 
is BLESSED to have an exceptional group 
of lineworkers. They are invested in 
working safely, proud and participating 
members of a TEAM, mentally and 

physically strong, dedicated and caring, 
respectful and professional; and they really 
are as tough as a “buy-low steak.” They  
are an impressive group and will NEVER 
rest if your power is out … and not 
because they earn a good living for getting 
the job done, but because they care about 
our members, are passionate about being  
the best and don’t ever want to let you 
down in any way. If ever you have the 
opportunity to personally interact with 
one of them … you’ll quickly note that  
they have a pure respect for those we serve 
and revere their role in taking care of you 
and your family … they absolutely love 
what they do.  

Lastly, I send to each of our lineworkers 
my sincere and heartfelt thanks for all they 
do on this special day … and every other 
day. I am so very proud to work with them 
… and they inspire me in so many ways. 
And if you see their family members in the 
grocery store or out and about  
town, please join me in offering them a 
“thank you” as well.  

Very respectfully, 

John C. Lee, Jr. 
President & CEO

NATIONAL LINEMAN  APPRECIATION DAY
APRIL 13, 2020RESOLUTION

Whereas linemen leave their families and put 
their lives on the line every day to keep the power on; 

Whereas linemen work 365 days a year under 
dangerous conditions to build, maintain and repair the 
electric infrastructure; 

Whereas linemen are the first responders of the 
electric cooperative family, getting power back on and 
making things safe for all after storms and accidents; 
and 

Whereas there would be no electric cooperatives 
without the brave men and women who comprise our 
corps of linemen;  

Therefore be it resolved that the National  
Rural Electric Cooperative Association recognizes  
the second Monday of April of each year as National 
Lineman Appreciation Day … to recognize the  
contributions of these valuable men and women  
to America’s Electric Cooperatives. 

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING THE POWER ON!
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Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s (MEC) fiber backbone 
construction continues across our service territory with 
over 70 miles deployed in Brunswick, Charlotte, Halifax, 

Greensville and Mecklenburg counties. Our work progresses as 
our own crews, and contractors from River City, Davis Elliot, 
RACO and ElectriCom perform make-ready work and install 
fiber. Collectively, this team is accelerating deployment and 
expediting the delivery of fiber-to-the-home to a growing  
number of Southside Virginians.  

Currently, broadband service is available to homes within 1,000 
feet of the backbone from our Chase City office to U.S. 360, from 
Big Fork along U.S. 1 to Redlawn Road, Ankum Road to Route 
46, from Valentines to Triplet, Triplet to 
Barley, Clay’s Mill through Crystal Hill to 
U.S. 501, and along Route 903 from Bracey 
to Ebony. Additionally, fiber-to-the-home 
service is now available to Long Branch, 
Great Creek Landing, Baird Development, 
Holly Grove, Joyceville, Morristown and 
Siouan Shores subdivisions. The most up-to-date fiber route  
map is available on EmpowerMEC.net. 

Our substantial progress is made possible through a $2.5 
million Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission (TRRC) grant 
fund received in March of 2018 to complete our backbone build, 
that doubles as a resource to provide high-speed data connections 
to MEC’s substations and district offices. This strategic buildout 
also includes a segment from Mount Airy to the Grit community 
in MEC’s western service area benefiting from a $375,000 grant, 
also from the TRRC.  

Most recently, MEC and EMPOWER Broadband received 
$710,000 in grant funding through the Virginia Department  
of Housing and Community Development’s Virginia 
Telecommunication Initiative (VATI) program to deploy fiber in 
portions of Halifax County. This expansion extends the reach of 
the existing fiber backbone to additional MEC substations by 
reaching deeper into MEC’s rural service area.  

It is important to note that funding not only leverages state 
resources, but MEC and EMPOWER Broadband are the recipients 
of federal funding through an FCC Connect America Fund (CAF) 
grant of $1.8 million to serve southern Brunswick County. 
Additionally, this CAF funding has been supplemented by a  
$3.8 million low-interest loan through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) ReConnect program. Your team is on the 
move and diligently working to bring all available funding 
resources to bear when it comes to supplying high-speed fiber 
internet to the homes of MEC members. 

Update on the Buggs Island Telephone Acquisition 

For over two years, Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative and its 
subsidiary, EMPOWER Broadband, deliberated with Buggs Island 
Telephone Cooperative (BIT) regarding an opportunity to join 
forces and deliver enhanced communications to our shared 
membership. That effort culminated this past November with  
BIT members overwhelmingly voting for the two organizations  
to merge assets, with the acquisition of BIT by EMPOWER. 

Currently, we await full regulatory approval of the 
EMPOWER/BIT merger by the Virginia State Corporation 
Commission and the Federal Communications Commission. 
The principal proceeding is regarding the approval of  
the asset transfer agreement; and to date, this is moving  
along as anticipated, with a closing date of March 31. 

In the meantime … 

EMPOWER Broadband is quickly approaching a point 
where regulatory approvals will allow us to fully utilize our 
combined resources and merge them all into our growing 
organization. Moving in that direction, EMPOWER has seated 

two new board members, Jason Hite of 
Bracey and Joe Hutson of South Hill.  
These individuals previously served on  
the BIT board and will now serve on the 
EMPOWER Broadband board of directors 
for one 3-year term as part of the 
negotiated conditions for the acquisition. 

We welcome both to our organization and look forward to 
working with them.  

Many of you have inquired about the plan going forward 
for this newly acquired service area. Our collective teams  
are busy working on a long list of tasks that accompany a 
transaction of this magnitude, and complexity. We are 
standardizing work processes, identifying areas where the  
BIT system is most in need of maintenance and upgrade, as 
well as expanding our fiber network to new areas. Already,  
our teams have successfully connected the two systems to 
establish and enhance data redundancy, as well as provide 
access to the existing BIT phone network and its switches. 
The technical service team has been extremely busy with 
fiber-to-the-home installations with all connections being 
carefully completed and inspected to ensure they are installed 
in the most professional manner, and are operating properly.  

Additionally, a significant responsibility of expanding our 
fiber network is in acquiring funding. Accordingly, our teams 
are working with USDA for low-interest loan funds and grants 
and also seeking out opportunities through VATI, ReConnect, 
and the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF), which is  
the successor of CAF. 

What does the future hold? 

Simply stated, the future of MEC’s fiber deployment,  
and that of your affiliate, EMPOWER Broadband, will be 
accompanied by a tremendous amount of difficult and costly 
work. Most often, the question we hear is, “When will I 
receive this new high-speed service?” The short answer is … 
we’re aggressively building and we’re building toward you,  
but we ask for your patience … remembering that we cannot 
mitigate years and years of Southside Virginia being ignored 
by high-speed internet overnight. It will take time. In the 
meantime, we continue to work diligently on new expansion 
projects and will contact you when we begin working in  
your area … so be on the lookout!  

Fiber Deployment and Broadband Update
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Nickname: R.G. 
 
Job Title: Fleet Mechanic 
 
Serving MEC members: 5 years 
 
My job involves: Repair and maintenance 
of MEC vehicles and equipment to keep 
them in service for day-to-day operations 
 
Favorite part of my job: My coworkers 
 
Message I would like to give to the 
members we serve: You have a good  
team working for you. 

Current Residence: Scottsburg 
 
Immediate family members and  
their names: Wife, Victoria, and 10-year-
old daughter, Lacy 
 
My hobbies: Hunting, fishing, working  
on family farm 
 
Pets: My wife has a Chihuahua  
named Lilly 
 
Favorite vacation spot: My farm 
 
Favorite movie: Clint Eastwood westerns 
 
Favorite restaurant: Mi Carreta 
 
Favorite TV show: Moonshiners 
 
Favorite flavor of ice cream: Chocolate 
 
Favorite sports team: Atlanta Braves 
 
Food I would absolutely never eat:  
I’ll try anything once!  
 

Ronnie G. Owen, Jr.

Favorite musicians: Randy Travis, 
Waylon Jennings, Travis Tritt and  
George Jones 
 
Have you ever met anybody famous? 
Yes, Ralph Stanley at one of his concerts 
 
First job: Pulling tobacco  
 
I knew I was grown up when: The bills 
had my name on them 
 
Have you (or would you) ever 
skydive? No and no 
 
What’s the highest mileage you’ve 
gotten from one of your vehicles? 
250,000 miles 
 
My fondest memory: Being 12 years  
old and working to save up enough money 
to pay for my first shotgun 
 
Best advice anyone every gave me:  
Everything always works out the way it’s 
supposed to.  

As we move forward, keep in mind that broadband over 
fiber is a costly endeavor; and serving the most densely 
populated areas in MEC’s system, and the revenues they 
generate, helps make it possible for us to reach out and serve 
those in more rural areas. Our plans are to reach all our 
members and accordingly, we will release a new software 
tracking system to identify and track the areas that are  
most interested in receiving service, and we’ll schedule 
construction accordingly. Watch our websites and social 
media pages so you can make your interest known! 

And in closing, we’d like to draw your attention to the 
growing interest of other high-speed providers in serving our 
communities. From the very beginning, our effort has been  
to stimulate the growth of high-speed internet — whether 
we build it ourselves, or motivate someone else to do so. 
There is absolutely no doubt that your Cooperative’s efforts 
to bring the best in high-speed broadband is prompting 
others to do the same in our area. Just remember, when no 
one else would … we did! True high-speed broadband is 
coming to Southside Virginia; and once again, WE … the 
residents of Southside Virginia, through your electric 
cooperative … stepped up and made it all happen, when  
no one else would! 

EMPOWER Broadband
continued from page 20

MEC EMPLOYEES  
Supporting the Community

MEC employee Evan Stembridge has been a member of the 
Chase City Volunteer Fire Department for over ten years. 
He first became involved with serving the community in 
this capacity with Bacon District Volunteer Fire Department 
in Wylliesburg. Evan’s fortitude in courageously battling 
fires and rescuing people from emergency situations for the 
past 20 years has served as a role model for his sons, Josh 
and Dylan, who both have also served as firefighters. Evan 
says, “There is nothing more rewarding than helping other 
people, especially when it comes to saving their lives.” 

Evan Stembridge 
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Boydton to Host Vietnam Veterans  
Memorial Replica

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica   
and Mobile Education Center spreads 
healing legacy of the Wall located in 
Washington, D.C., and educates visitors 
about the impact of the Vietnam War.

The Wall That Heals, a three-quarter 
scale replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, along with  

a mobile Education Center, will be in 
Boydton, Va., April 2 through April 5  
on Park Street. The exhibit will be open 
24 hours a day and free to the public.  

The Wall That Heals honors the more 
than 3 million Americans who served  
in the U.S. Armed forces in the Vietnam 
War, and it bears the names of the 
58,276 men and women who made  
the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam.  

 “The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund (VVMF) is pleased to bring this 
exhibit to Boydton to allow local 
veterans and their family members a 
chance to experience the Wall and honor 
and remember those who have served 
and sacrificed,” says Jim Knotts, 
president and CEO of VVMF. “Hosting 
The Wall That Heals provides an 
opportunity for healing and an 
educational experience for visitors.” 

Mecklenburg County Public Library 
and the town of Boydton have come 
forward to support this event, and 

community support is needed to bring 
The Wall That Heals to Southside 
Virginia. More than 100 volunteers  
will be needed to set up and take down 
the replica wall, staff the exhibit and 
guide visitors 24 hours a day. 

School and youth groups are 
encouraged to visit The Wall That Heals. 
Trained staff from VVMF will be on site 
to provide free educational tours of the 
exhibits. Tours can be customized based 
on ages so visitors can learn about the 
history of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, hear stories of those who 
served in Vietnam and learn about the 
impact of the Vietnam War on America. 
To schedule a group tour, please  
contact Mary Cherry at 
thewallthatheals@mecklib.org or  
434-738-6580.  

More About The Wall That Heals 

The Wall That Heals is transported 
from community to community 
in a 53-foot trailer. When 
parked, the trailer opens 
with exhibits built into its 

sides, allowing it to serve as a mobile 
Education Center telling the story of  
the Vietnam War, the Wall and the 
divisive era in American history.  

The replica itself is 375 feet in length 
and stands 7.5 feet high at its tallest 
point. Visitors will experience the Wall 
rising above them as they walk towards 
the apex, a key feature of the design  
of the Wall in Washington, D.C.  
Visitors are able to do name rubbings  
of individual service members’ names  
on the Wall.  

The mobile Education Center 
includes digital photo displays of 
“Hometown Heroes,” service members 
whose names are on the Wall that listed 
their home of record within the area of a 
visit and the “In Memory Honor Roll” 
— Vietnam veterans from the local area 
honored through VVMF’s In Memory 

program that honors 
veterans who 

April 2-5 
Boydton, Va.

To volunteer, call 434-738-6580.
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INVESTING IN YOUR ELECTRIC SYSTEM

Service Technician  
Bobbie Rose displays  
a residential meter  
and meter base.

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative (MEC) operates  
a capital-intensive business. This means a large 
investment is required to provide service; and 
therefore MEC has many fixed assets, also known  
as property, plant and equipment. The following  
quiz helps put into perspective some of the costs  
of the vital equipment utilized in providing service  
to you. 
 
What is the cost of a new residential electric meter 
and meter base*? 
 

A. $156.78 C. $249.95 
B. $215.00 D. $289.85 

 
*MEC currently has 29,506 residential meters in use on the system.

Answer: D
MEC REMINDERS

Please Note: 
This issue of Cooperative Living is the 
combined March/April issue. Your next 
magazine will be delivered in May.

The deadline for  
submitting applications  
for $1,000 MEC  
Scholarships is  
Tuesday, March 31.

MEC offices 
will be closed 
on April 13  
for Easter 
Monday.

returned home from Vietnam and later 
died as a result of their service. A display 
of items representative of those left at 
The Wall in D.C. also tells the story. 

The 2020 national The Wall That Heals 
tour is generously sponsored by the 
United States Automobile Association 
(USAA) and transported thousands of 
miles across the country each year 
through a partnership with the 
Truckload Carriers Association (TCA) 
and the trucking industry.  

More than 300,000 people visited  
The Wall That Heals exhibit in 2019. 
Since its debut in 1996, the exhibit has 
been on display in nearly 600 U.S. 
communities in addition to an April 
1999 tour of the Four Provinces of 
Ireland and a visit to Canada in 2005. 
The Wall That Heals is a program of 
VVMF, the nonprofit organization that 

built the Vietnam Veterans Memorial  
in Washington, D.C., in 1982. The Wall 
That Heals is the only traveling exhibit 
affiliated with the Wall and includes  
the largest Wall replica that travels the 
country. Two VVMF staff members lead 
volunteers on site, educate visitors and 
students, and ensure the reflective 
atmosphere of the Wall.  

One other stop the exhibit will make 
in Virginia this year is in Grundy on 
April 23-26. Other nearby stops in 
North Carolina are Charlotte, March  
19-22; New Bern, March 26-29; and 
Garner, April 16-19. 

More information can be  
found at thewallthatheals.org or  
visit facebook.com/mecklib. 

About The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF)

To schedule a school group tour:  
Call 434-738-6580   
Email thewallthatheals@mecklib.org. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund continues to lead the way in paying tribute  
to our nation’s Vietnam War veterans and their families. VVMF’s mission is to honor  
and preserve the legacy of service in America and educate all generations about the 
impact of the Vietnam War and era through programs, ceremonies and educational 
materials. To learn more about VVMF, visit vvmf.org or call 202-393-0090.
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Cooperative Leaders Converge 
on the State Capital

To view a Legislative Day video,  
go to facebook.com/cooperativeliving. From left, MEC President and CEO  

John Lee greets Sen. Bill Stanley  
of Virginia’s 20th District.

MEC directors and staff members meet with Del. Roslyn Tyler of the 75th District  
to discuss upcoming legislation. From left, MEC Director Brandon Hudson, Legislative 
Assistant and Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative Member Belinda Astrop, MEC  
President & CEO John Lee, Del. Roslyn Tyler, MEC Director Bob Jones, EMPOWER-BIT  
General Manager Michele Taylor and MEC Communications Specialist Priscilla Whirley. 

There’s strength in numbers, and 
nowhere was that more evident 
than in Richmond recently when 

about 120 electric cooperative leaders 
from across Virginia gathered for the 
annual Legislative Day sponsored by the 
Virginia, Maryland & Delaware (VMD) 
Association of Electric Cooperatives. 
Cooperative CEOs, directors and key 
staff members moved from one 
legislative office to another, updating 
lawmakers and their key aides on 
matters in which the member-owned 
electric service providers are actively 
engaged, such as renewable energy 
development and facilitating the 
expansion of broadband into rural 
Virginia. 

Directors from Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative (MEC) in attendance were 
Brandon Hudson of Virgilina, Bob Jones 
of Boydton and Donnie Moore of 
Chatham. Joining them from MEC’s staff 
were President & CEO John Lee, Vice 
President of Member and Energy 
Services David Lipscomb, and 
Communications Specialist Priscilla 
Whirley. Cooperative representatives 
delivered a strong and positive message 
to delegates and senators about how 
the cooperative business model is very 
successfully meeting the electric and 
broadband needs of their constituents, 
and all Southside Virginians. 

“Establishing relationships with new 

legislators, enhancing our already strong 
relationships with incumbents, and 
continuing to educate decision-makers 
on our unique and effective member-
owned structure 
helps us ensure 
that our members 
are protected 
from or benefit by 
decisions made  
in Richmond,” 
states John Lee. 
“Those are particularly important 
objectives given that rural areas  
like those we serve have far less 
representation than the highly 
populated urban ones.” 

“It’s important that our elected 
officials recognize how cooperatives  
are different,” says Andrew Vehorn, 
VMD’s vice president of governmental 
affairs. “Being an electric cooperative 

means we are grounded in our 
communities and, accordingly, are a  
very valuable advocacy arm because  
of who we are, and how we operate.” 

Vehorn, who 
coordinates the 
legislative efforts  
for all the state’s 
electric distribution 
cooperatives as well 
as the Legislative 
Day event, adds, 

“This year’s Legislative Day was highly 
successful, and the cooperatives’ 
collective willingness to sit down, roll  
up our sleeves and work towards 
solutions that positively impact our 
members is building strong credibility 
with our state’s policy makers …  
we answer to the very same people  
they do, those at the end of the line … 
and we never forget that.” 

AN IMPORTANT DAY IN RICHMOND   
Cooperative leaders meet with 

delegates and senators to make sure 
they are aware of how some of the 
upcoming legislation would affect 
cooperatives and rural residents.  
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Arrowhead Youth Field Day 
Emphasizes Firearm Safety

Saturday, March 28 
Arrowhead Gun Club

The members of Arrowhead Gun 
Club in Lunenburg County  
share their excitement and love  

of shooting sports, and their desire to 
pass on that legacy to the younger 
generation, by hosting Youth Field Day, 
a fun and educational annual event  
for boys and girls of all ages. It is an 
enjoyable Saturday for all in attendance 
as experienced instructors teach the 
young people basic shooting techniques 
and, most importantly, firearm safety.  

The idea for youth day was the 
brainchild of Pete Pennington, who has 
served on the board of Arrowhead  
Gun Club for approximately 32 years.  
“I wanted to create an enjoyable 
atmosphere where youth could learn 
how to safely handle a firearm from 
knowledgeable instructors,” says 
Pennington. 

With much controversy over guns 
and gun control in the news recently,  
the board members of Arrowhead  
support Pennington’s desire to maintain 
the strong tradition of competitive and 
recreational shooting sports and have 
established an outstanding facility where 
youth can gather for those events. This 

year marks Arrowhead’s fourth edition of 
Youth Field Day where youth can learn 
about, and participate in, a variety of 
shooting sports events. 

The 165-acre property located in 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s 
service territory has 13 skeet fields,  
two trap fields, a 50-yard pistol range 
and a 200-yard rifle range with stone 
tables and overhead sheds to protect 
shooters from the elements of rain or 
sun. During Youth Field Day, youngsters 
are introduced to the world of skeet, 
trap, archery, BB and .22 rifle; and the 
instructors recently added black powder 
instruction to that comprehensive list. 
“There’s an awful lot of smoke during 
that event,” laughs Pennington, “but  
it sure is fun!” 

Stuart Bayne, a Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative member who became a 
member of Arrowhead Gun Club 
through his father, adds, “As targets hurl 
through the air, it is so gratifying to see 
the excitement on these kids’ faces when 
they hit one and see it burst into pieces. 
Witnessing a young person, and/or first-
time shooter, hit the target’s bullseye or 
overcome the fear of a rifle’s recoil makes 
the day so enjoyable and worthwhile for 
those of us who actually instruct the 
youth in these shooting sports.” 

Arrowhead’s Youth Field Day is 
Saturday, March 28, with the opening 
ceremony starting at 9 a.m. 
Introductions will open the ceremony, 

followed by a prayer for safety, the recital 
of the Pledge of Allegiance, a mandatory 
safety meeting, and then shotgun blasts 
will indicate the day’s shooting activities 
are underway! At 11:30 a.m. participants 
will return to the clubhouse where 
various brief instructional programs  
will be provided, and prizes will be 
distributed to all participating youth.  
The local 4-H Club will be providing 
food at the event. 

“We welcome other organizations  
that would like to set up a booth with 
information and opportunities of  
interest for our young people,” mentions 
Bayne, adding that in years past, there 
have been arrowhead-making 
demonstrations, appearances by Sadie  
the K9 Search Dog, and sessions on 
loading and firing a primitive replica 
black powder rifle modeled after a rifle 
used by Daniel Boone. Local law 
enforcement officers are also encouraged 
to attend and be a part of the day’s 
activities. 

“This special day is all about 
emphasizing the importance of firearm 
safety,” stresses Bayne. “We are very 
thankful to the generous sponsors who 
provide funds and prizes that are critical 
to the success of this event. With their 
support, this event continues to thrive 
and grow! Come on out, join us,  
and help us instill in the next generation 
an appreciation and respect for the 
shooting sports!”  

At left, long-time Arrowhead Gun 
Club member Stuart Bayne coaches 
a participant at Youth Field Day.  

Anyone interested in participating or  
making contributions to this event can 
contact Randy Baisey at 434-955-1054  
or Stuart Bayne at 434-210-0888. 

Above, eager lads inspect their 
targets to check their shooting skill.

At left, participants are required to wear  
ear protection and safety glasses and  
are instructed on the importance of using 
this equipment while shooting.  
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